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The University r!f Dayton 
DEC. 3 EARTHQUAKE 
SCARES UD GEOLOGIST 
News Release 
Nov. 2 0 , 1 9 9 0 
Contact: Jim Feuer 
DAYTON, Ohio -- Mike Clinch, a geologist at the University 
of Dayton, says predictions of a Dec. 3 earthquake "scare the 
hell" out of him--not because he thinks a quake will happen that 
day but because he thinks it won't. 
"When non-scientists make predictions, there is a lot of 
media attention paid to them," explains Clinch, assistant 
professor of geology. "When predictions turn up wrong, the 
average citizen figures scientists don't know what they're 
talking about. So when other scientists say we have to be 
prepared by instituting building codes and avoiding putting up 
buildings that could be damaged, the response is, 'Why should we 
listen to you now?'" 
Clinch doubts that an earthquake will occur in the Midwest 
on Dec. 3, as Iben Browning has predicted, but because there was 
a major earthquake here in the past, "it will happen again in the 
future, and we are not ready for it," says Clinch. "We don't 
have any earthquake codes here in the Midwest. We can expect 
major damage and casualties. But making a prediction for a 
certain day is beyond the realm of scientific possibility." 
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More importantly, state and federal agenc1es are underfunded 
and cannot do basic mapping, according to Clinch. In the Dayton 
area, for example, geological maps that tell us "what we are 
building a building on" are based on maps done in 1948, says 
Clinch. No information since then has been incorporated into 
planning for earthquakes or landfill locations, he adds. 
Browning's prediction is based on tidal stresses, but there 
is no statistical correlation between earthquakes and high-tidal 
events, says Clinch. When a major earthquake occurs in the 
Midwest, however, the area of damage will be larger than it would 
be for the same size earthquake in California, because the type 
of rocks found in the Midwest transmit seismic signals better 
than do rocks in California, he says. 
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For media interviews, call Mike Clinch at (513) 229-2936 or (513) 
256-4595. 
